Sudden Oak Death
Phytophthora ramorum

Phytophthora ramorum, also known as Sudden Oak Death, is dispersed both through wind and
through the soil. This disease affects certain oak species, resulting in bleeding cankers and other
symptoms such as shoot tip dieback on affected hosts. Thousands of trees throughout California
and Oregon have been lost. As of November 10, 2005, there are 38 proven host plants that carry
and transmit Phytophthora ramorum, and 48 associated hosts. The list continues to expand, as
more samples are collected and found to be positive for the disease.

The wide range of host plants includes, rhododendron, camellia, Douglas fir, viburnum, and
lilacs, including other hardwood species and herbaceous plants. Effects of the disease can vary
from leaf spots to complete mortality of some plants. This disease is capable of rapid disease
spread, as increasing numbers of ornamental plants are shipped both nationally and
internationally.

During the 2005 National Survey for Sudden Oak Death, three nurseries tested positive in
Louisiana. A nursery in Tennessee was also confirmed with two positive Phytophthora
ramorum samples while surveying for the disease.

The Montana Department of Agriculture surveyed nurseries and retail outlets throughout twelve
counties. Over 430 samples were collected and tested for Phytophthora ramorum. All of the
results were negative for the detection of the pathogen.

Often the disease is difficult to detect, therefore an accurate diagnosis requires testing of any
suspicious plant material that appears to be infected.

Positive Rhododendron leaf. Other signs and symptoms may vary from plant to plant.
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